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While it is undoubtedly important to be able to analyze Israel and all of its practical issues in shifting shades of gray, it is also wise to remember that some things do remain black and white. After 2000 years of destruction by, subordination to, and wandering amongst the other nations, in 1948 the Jewish people came home. We have been blessed to see the amazing restoration of our national sovereignty, the rebirth and rejuvenation of our land, and the literal fulfillment of ancient Divine prophecies and promises.
 Despite the fact that the current situation is not perfect, we should never forget that which the Jerusalem Talmud makes abundantly clear;
 the process of redemption is like the sunrise, coming slowly, and advancing stage by stage. The status of Israel is not a question of all or nothing, but of a dynamic development towards completion and perfection, beginning with physical redemption and culminating in spiritual purity.
 The establishment of a Jewish government in Israel is merely, but significantly, the first step in this august redemptive process.

And so how should we as Americans act and react when we see the government of Israel doing things that we do not necessarily agree with, on religious grounds or otherwise? What should our stance be towards the decisions of the State of Israel, both internally and in terms of what we broadcast to the world? Before we answer the question it is important to frame the issue.  Whether or not it is declared, Israel is at constant war in the Middle East on many different fronts. In times of war we put aside our petty differences and band together; activities that might be completely normal and proper in peacetime are simply unwise in times of conflict. Protests and remonstrations against possible Israeli decisions, no matter how compelling, must always be examined against this backdrop.

First then, as a matter of prudence, America as a nation has to consistently broadcast a message of complete and total support for the State of Israel. The relentless portrayal of Israel as an occupier and an aggressor have made it one of the most hated and detested countries on earth; while we used to hear trenchant criticism of specific actions of Israel, today the rhetoric has shifted to delegitimization and the demonization of Israel’s very existence. This should have a profoundly sobering effect on all of us who care about the State. While differences of opinion abound within the just community on a range of topics regarding Israel, during wartime such differences need to be muted. The Government of the State of Israel, like it or not, is seen by the vast majority of the population of this planet as the government of the Jews. We must realize this and understand how others can misunderstand when we speak words that criticize our Israel.  Public advocacy against the policies of Israeli leadership confuses supporters of Israel in general, who see that even Israel’s most fervent advocates do not support its government. We need to recognize that the world is watching America and that the people of America are watching Israel’s supporters in America.  We need to show our total and complete support for the State of Israel at this crucial time, with no reservations and no caveats. The State of Israel is America’s only true friend in the Middle East, and if America’s community of Israel supporters does not provide Israel with its full and unqualified support, we cannot expect others to do so. Even when Israel embraces options on complex issues that we end up disagreeing with, we should not become victims of our own rhetoric and be any less passionate in our support. We should recognize that the path is never certain, and if we need to express our concerns and indignations, we need to do so quietly (but forcefully) when the cameras are not upon us, the microphones are off, and only the family is listening.
Second, we need to firmly articulate our basic principles.  The ideal and dictate of Jewish tradition is that every inch of the land that God gave the Jewish people ought to be under Jewish control.  We yearn and pray for such a day, but the reality is that achieving this goal does not seem to be possible without considerable cost – and that price is paid with the deaths of Israeli men and women, in Israel’s army and in her general population.

Someday perhaps the other side will tire enough to value life over death, enough to stop spewing anti-Semitism in their classrooms and over their airwaves, and enough to recognize Israel’s right to exist, enough so that we no longer have to worry about Israel’s nuclear annihilation -- but not enough to completely give up their struggle without some territorial compromise on our part in return for genuine peace. What might that bring? Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik z”l, said it eloquently and precisely in 1967:

Indeed, we rejoice in the [capture of] the Western Wall, in the Cave of the Patriarchs, in Rachel’s tomb. I understand the holiness of the Western Wall. * * * I want you to understand, I give praise and thanks to the Creator of the World for liberating the Western Wall and for liberating and for removing all Israel from the Arabs, so that it now belongs to us. But I don’t need to rule whether we should give the West Bank back to the Arabs or not to give the West Bank to the Arabs: we rabbis should not be involved in decisions regarding the safety and security of the population. These are not merely Jewish law rulings: these decisions are a matter of saving lives for the entire population. And if the government were to rule that the safety of the population requires that specific territories must be returned, whether I issue a halachic ruling or not, their decision is the deciding factor. If saving lives supersedes all other commandments, it supersedes all prohibitions of the Torah, especially saving the life of the community in Israel. * * * I will say that as dear as the Western Wall is, the two million lives of Jews are more important.

We have to negotiate with common sense as the security of the Jews in Israel requires. What specifically these security requirements are, I don’t know, I don’t understand these things. These decisions require a military perspective which one must research assiduously. The borders that must be established should be based upon which will provide more security. It is not a topic appropriate for which Rabbis should release statements or for Rabbinical conferences.

In the balance between the settlement of the whole land of Israel and achieving a genuine peace that saves lives, long-term saving lives is more important than settling the whole land. Of course, this view does not think that Israel ought to give back land without a real and tangible peace, without a real partner in peace or real assurances that the concrete situation of Israel will be dramatically improved.  But this view recognizes that when Israel does encounter a genuine peace partner who seeks peace in the same way that we do, there is nothing that we will not do for peace. Genuine territorial concessions, even of land that God promised us, are in fact permitted in order to save lives.  

So too, this view recognizes that threats such as that of nuclear terror by Iran have to be factored into this calculus, and this calculation is exceedingly complex and only a matter for those deeply skilled and trained in this reality.  Sometime a bad peace is better than a good war as a matter of tactics, timing and strategy.  Very hard choices confront modern Israel on a variety of planes, and it is important that decisions that address matters of security correctly balance the many different fronts (Gaza, West Bank, Iran and Syria), along with all the diverse factors (military, political, economic and social), and do so consistent with Israel’s global alliances (mostly with America). The return of part of the Land, like the amputation of the limb of a person, is mandatory when it is the best option available to preserve the state of Israel. 

In short, we as American Jewry need to always remember that while it is genuinely unlikely that we outside of Israel are better able to craft policies that are actually more successful than those chosen by Israel’s own leaders, it is still quite true that our lobby and support can and do make a real and valuable difference in Israel’s fate. What we need to do is unanimously advocate to the government of the United States – a firm and true supporter of Israel – that it should remain faithful to its historic support of Israel as America’s only true ally, and the only democracy in the Middle East.
� See, for instance, Psalms 126 1-2, Ezekiel 20:34, Isaiah 11,66, Zephaniah 3:8-10 


� Jerusalem Talmud,Brachot 1:1


� See Ezekiel 36,37


�The original, in Hebrew, can be found online at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.aishdas.org/avodah/vol15/v15n040.shtml#10" ��http://www.aishdas.org/avodah/vol15/v15n040.shtml#10�)
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