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This book explores the rules driving Rabbi Yehiel Mikhel Epstein’s halakhic decisions 
in his twentieth-century restatement of Jewish law, the Arukh Hashulchan. Some 
of the most fundamental questions for any legal system are methodological: How to 
analyze and balance often competing legal precedents and practical considerations 
to resolve real-world questions. This is especially so in religious contexts where 
the need to respect a divine law raises the stakes significantly. Yet, rabbinic jurists 
have only rarely explicated their methods for reaching principled legal decisions. 
Analyzing hundreds of rulings from the Orach Chaim section of the Arukh 
Hashulchan, this book discusses principles that animate Rabbi Epstein’s decision-
making to understand important issues in Jewish and general jurisprudence.

  
“Rabbis Broyde and Pill not only analyze the principles used by the author, 
but they systematically demonstrate how they were applied to specific laws. 
This work is … valuable both to the outsider and the Talmudic scholar.”

—Rabbi Yosef Blau, Senior Mashgiach Ruchani and Rosh Yeshiva, 
Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary

 
“Too often, discussions of halakhic methodology proceed from a few high-
profile examples. In this exciting new book, Broyde and Pill offer an account 
of how one of the most important poskim of our era reached decisions, both 
when religious and social stakes were high, and when they were not. This 
book not only presents a data-based analysis of the Arukh Hashulchan’s 
decision-making, but a set of tools that can be applied to other works to 
enhance our understanding of the formation of p’sak more broadly.”

—Chaim Saiman, Professor of Law, Villanova University School 
of Law & author of Halakha: The Rabbnic Idea of Law (2018)

“In this fascinating work, Broyde and Pill … bring to life the intellectual 
choices made by the Arukh Hashulkhan, situating their work within the long 
history of attempts to codify Jewish law. … This is an invaluable contribution 
to our understanding of rabbinic jurisprudence.”

—Suzanne Last Stone, Professor of Law, Cardozo Law School, 
University Professor of Jewish Law and Contemporary 

Civilization, Yeshiva University
  

Michael J. BroydeMichael J. Broyde is Professor of Law at Emory 
University and the Berman Projects Director of its 
Center for the Study of Law & Religion. This book 
was written while Broyde was a Fulbright Senior 
Scholar and a Visiting Professor of Law at Stanford. 
In his nearly thirty-year rabbinic career, he served as 
Rabbi of the Young Israel in Atlanta, Director of the 
Beth Din of America, and other roles. 
 
Shlomo C. PillShlomo C. Pill  is Senior Lecturer at Emory Law 
School and the Paul and Marion Kuntz Scholar in 
Law and Religion at the Center for the Study of Law 
& Religion, where he serves as Deputy Director of 
Research in Law and Judaism and Managing Editor of 
canopyforum.org.  
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